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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
Introduction to the Study
A survey of the available literature in the field of education
reveals that the role and concept of instructional aids in the school
has changed and is changing.

The literature indicates several reasons

for the changes that are taking place within the educational institutions.

With increasing enrollment, acute teacher shortage, and over-

crowded classrooms in educational institutions there is an ever increasing
demand for more effective and efficient means of communicating within
the classroom.

To help facilitate the increasing need for communication

skills, technical advances in the communication field are being made
at a rapid rate.

Likewise, to help alleviate the communication demands

that are being placed upon the classroom teacher, there are changes being
made in teaching methods concomitant with advances in the technical field
of communication.
A prevalent phrase in the readings of today is "knowledge explosion".
This phrase is used to refer to the magnitude of information that is available today in sustaining and advancing our society.

Educators are thus

being faced with the demands of the age and must strive to stay abreast
of the knowledge current in their field.

Ensuing this pattern of special-

ization, educators find it increasingly difficult to maintain a current
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knowledge of the available instructional aids that might be used in
the communication p.rocess which is paramount in the science of teaching.
Faced with new ideas, new concepts, new materials and new
instructional methods, teachers find it increasingly difficult to stay
abreast of the latest media for communicating.
To help alleviate this problem, some schools are employing
a media specialist as a consultant for teachers and as a director of an
instructional materials center.
Teachers who staff the schools are prepared for their vocation
in various ways but the most comm.on practice is for teachers to be
trained in institutions of higher learning, i.e., universities and
colleges.

Many of these schools specialize or have departments which

specialize in the preparation of teachers.

A large number of these

institutions have special laboratory schools where the prospective
teachers are provided an initial opportunity to communicate with
students.

It is the opinion of the author that laboratory schools,

where many teachers receive their teaching practical, are precursor
to public and private schools and that laboratory schools are considered
by many teachers and prospective teachers as a pattern to follow in
their own teaching situation.

Therefore, public and private schools

will most likely emulate what is being done in laboratory schools.
Purposes of the Study
The purposes of this study were (1) to determine the type of
position held by the media specialist in laboratory schools, (2) to
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determine the location of the media center within the laboratory
school, and (3) to attempt to provide guidelines for the development
of future instructional materials centers.
Scope of the Study
The study includes all laboratory schools that were accredited
by NCATE in 1960-61.

The schools used for the study were located in

the Continental United States and Puerto Rico.
Delimitations of the Study
The study includes only laboratory schools which were accredited
by NCATE in 1960-61.

This limited the study to schools that were located

in the Continental United States and Puerto Rico.

All laboratory schools

with grades from Kindergarten through grade twelve, or any component
thereof, that existed at the time of the study were used.

The information

used for the study was obtained from a questionnaire type survey of the
schools.
Definition of Terms
Instructional Aids
"Devices which assist an instructor in the teaching-learning
process by simply presenting supporting or supplementary material,
usually intermittently.

They are not self-supporting. 111

11'Monograph Number One of the Technological Development Project
of the National Education Association, 11 The Commission on Definition
and Terminology, ed. Donald P. Ely, Audio-Visual Communication Review,
II (January-February, 1963), p. 54.
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Instructional Media
"Devices which present a complete body of information, and are
largely self-supporting rather than supplementary in the teachinglearning process. 112
Library (Information Center, AV Center, Instructional Material Center)
"A function whose responsibility is to systematically collect
and acquire information, classify it, store it and, upon demand,
retrieve it and assist in adapting it to the use to be made of the
information. 11 3
Instructional Materials
II

a combination of audiovisual materials and printed

matter to form a unified collection of all teaching resources. ,.4
Library Materials
In this study library material is used in reference to printed
matter, i.e., books and pamphlets.
Audio-Visua 1 Materials
In this study audio-visual materials is used to refer to those
materials used in instruction other than printed matter.

2Ibid.
3

Ibid., p. 57.

4rnstructional Materials, Illinois Curriculum Program-Administration
and Supervision Series, Bulletin A-3; Springfield, Illinois: Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1961.
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Laboratory School
In this study laboratory school is used to refer to those
schools that are affiliated with a college or university and whose
primary purpose is to train teachers.
Media Specialist
In this study media specialist is used to refer to a person
whose responsibility is the direction of an instructional media center.
IMC - Instructional Materials Center
AVC - Audio-visual Center
NCATE - National Council for Accreditation of Teachers Education
Collection of Data
A personal letter (Appendix A), questionnaire (Appendix B), and
return envelope were sent to directors or principals of laboratory
schools accredited by NCATE.

To facilitate the questionnaire type study,

one hundred fifty-three letters and questionnaires were sent by the
current principal, Donald G. Gill, of the Buzzard Laboratory School at
Eastern Illinois University.

Mr. Gill showed a great deal of interest

in the study and offered his office as a means of promulgating laboratory
school interest.
received.

Initially, ninty-two questionnaires (60.1%) were

At the end of two and one-half weeks a follow-up letter

(Appendix C), including another questionnaire was sent to those schools
that did not respond to the initial request.
(24.2%) were received from this mailing.

Thirty-eight responses

The total response for the study
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was one hundred thirty quest:Lonnaires (84.9%).

Of the one hundred

thirty returned questionnaires, three were returned undelivered, two
schools had closed, and one school by school policy was not permitted
to return questionnaires.

This left for the study a total of one

hundred twenty-four questionnaires.
table I indicates the number of questionnaires sent out and
returned.
TABLE I

QUES'rIONNAIRES SENt OUT AND UTURNED

Letters Sent

153

Responses
First Return
Second Return
Total Return
Not Usable

92
_1§.
130
___§,

Questionnaires used in Study

124

The high percentage of returns might be partly attributed to
the interest administrators may have in the instructional material
concept.

The high percentage of returns would seem to be a positive

factor in the significance of the study.
In addition to completing and returning the questionnaire several
administrators included letters or brochures explaining in more detail
the system and philosophy of their school.

CHAPTER II
INTERPRETATION OF DATA
Schools Reporting no Facilities
The first phase of the questionnaire was filled out by all
laboratory school administrators.

The next phase of the questionnaire

asked the school administrators that had no instructional materials
center or audio-visual center in their school to return the questionnaire
without completing the remainder of the questionnaire.

Forty-seven

(37. 9%) of the returned questionnaires indicated there was no center
in their school.
Table II shows the distribution of centers in the schools
surveyed as indicated by the returned questionnaires.
TABLE II

DISTRIBUTION OF CENTERS

No Instructional Material Center
or Audio-visual Center

47

Audio-visual Center

24

Instructional Materials Center
Total

_li

124
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Of those schools reporting that they had no instructional
materials center or audio-visual center twenty-two (46%) indicated,
even though the question was not asked, that they have access to
materials and services on their college campus.

Also, several admin-

istrators indicated that they were planning a new building and program
and that their present situation was not stable enough to answer the
questionnaire.

Many of the administrators explained how their campus

organization provides services from various departments including the
college and laboratory school libraries, audio-visual center, instructional
materials center, education department center or public school facilities.
It is the opinion of the author that most of the schools included in
the study received services comparable to the services offered by an
instructional materials center.

However, the services were not offered

within the laboratory school or were not as centralized as in most of
the schools surveyed.
Schools with Audio-Visual Centers
Twenty-four (19.3%) of the schools surveyed indicated they had
an audio-visual center.

Five of the schools with audio-visual centers

volunteered the information that the college or laboratory school
library furnished other instructional materials for their teachers.
Six of the twenty-four schools indicated their center was
completely maintained by the college audio-visual center.

In those six

schools all equipment, materials, personnel, and service was furnished
by the college audio-visual center.

Five schools indicated the college
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center received extensive use by the laboratory school and six schools
used the college center for some of their equipment, films, repair, and
general services.

One laboratory school indicated its audio-visual

center maintained all other college audio-visual services.
Table III shows the amount of service laboratory schools receive
from college audio-visual centers.
TABLE III

.AMOUNT OF SERVICE
LABORATORY SCHOOLS RE.CE.IVE FROM
COLLEGE AUDIO-VISUAL CENTERS

Number
Completely Maintained

6

Extensive Use

5

Some Use

6

Maintains College Completely

1

No Direct Connection
Total

_.§.
24

It was indicated by several statements accompanying the material
contained in the returned questionnaire that several of the schools
serviced by audio-visual centers were, in the near future, planning to
move toward the instructional materials concept.
Schools with Instructional Materials Centers
Fifty-three (42. 7%) of the centers were classified by administrators
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as instructional materials centers.

Of the fifty-three administrators

that indicated they had a combination of audio-visual materials and
printed matter to form a unified collection of all teaching resources,
only fourteen said that the budgets for audio-visual materials and
library materials were together.

Thirty-seven of the instructional

materials centers had separate budgets for library and audio-visual
materials.
Table IV shows the budgeting of audio-visual and library materials
in instructional materials centers.

TABLE. IV
BUDGETING OF AUDIO-VISUAL AND
LIBRARY MATERIALS IN
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS CENTERS

Budget

Number

Together

14

Separate

37

No response
Total

2

53

Nineteen of the centers operating on separate budgets indicated
a close affiliation with the college audio-visual center.

This close

affiliation with a college center might help to explain why the budgets
for audio-visual materials and library materials were separate.

The

college departments might have been budgeted for the entire campus and
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different departments had money allocated to them from this department.
Of those schools having audio-visual and library services
budgeted together, only two schools employed separate directors for the
two divisions of materials.
One might conclude from the preceding statement of facts and
figures that even though administrators felt they had a combination
of services and even though they might appear to have had a combination
of services, actually many instructional materials centers were divided
into two distinct areas, audio-visual and library.
It is also interesting to note that thirteen of the instructional
materials centers had one person in charge of both audio-visual materials
and library materials.

Twenty-four schools maintaining instructional

materials centers have separate directors

f~r

the library and audio-

visual departments.
Educational Requirements for Directors
Seventeen (80%) of the twenty-two audio-visual centers responding
to the question concerning educational requirements for the director
indicated they required a minimum of a Master's degree for the director
of the center.

Some of the schools indicated that a knowledge of audio-

visual materials was desirable but it was not a specific requirement for
the director.
Of the sixty-five responses to the question concerning educational
requirements, fifty-three (81%) indicated at least a Master's degree was
held by their director and constituted the desired minimum in their school.
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Table V shows the educational requirements for the director of
instructional materials centers and audio-visual centers in the schools
surveyed.
TABLE V
EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

FOR
DIRECTORS OF CENTERS SURVEYED

Master's degree
Bachelor's degree

AVC

IMC

17

36

53

5

7

12

Total

Employment Status of Directors
All of the schools with an audio-visual center that responded
to the question, "Is there a director, supervisor or co-ordinator of
the IMC or AVC?" indicated a person was responsible for the services
offered by the center.

Eleven of the positions were full-time positions

some of which included teaching duties in the field of audio-visual
education.

Part-time positions were held by ten persons with the other

duties grouped under the general heading of teacher.

The amount of time

spent in teaching, by directors, ranged from full-time classroom
responsibility within the laboratory school to teaching one or two
college classes.

Some of the principals and directors of the laboratory

schools indicated they were also responsible for the direction of the
audio-visual services.
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Fifteen instructional materials centers employed a full-time
director, for their center, as opposed to twenty-four centers staffed
by part-time directors.

The part-time directors indicated above also

served as classroom teachers, librarians, or administrators in their
school.
The total response from instructional materials centers and
audio-visual centers to the question concerning employment of their
director was twenty-six full-time directors and thirty-four part-time
directors.
The following table VI shows the number of full-time and
part-time directors in materials centers.
TABLE VI
NUMBER OF FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME DIRECTORS
IN MATERIALS CENTERS

Number
Audio-visual Centers
Full-time
Part-time

10

Instructional Materials Centers
Full-time
Part-time

15
24

ll

Total
Full-time
Part-time

26
34
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Clerical and Supplementary Personnel
The survey revealed that 87% of the directors responding to the
question had help in their center.
described as student help.

Over half of the indicated help was

Several administrators indicated that

student help referred to college students and not laboratory school students.
It is the feeling of the author that most of the student help was college
students.

Clerical help, including secretarial help, was prevalent in

many schools.

Technical, professional and parent help was indicated but

could only be considered a minor source of help.

Several schools listed

more than one type of help in their center.
Table VII indicates the type of assistants in instructional
materials centers and audio-visual centers and their frequency.
TABLE VII
TYPE OF ASSISTANTS
IN
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS C:mTERS AND AUDIO-VISUAL CENTERS
AND
THEIR FREQUENCY

Number of schools reporting
Student
Clerical (Secretarial)
Professional (Other Teachers)
Technical
Parents
Total

IMC
37

AVC
18

Total
55

29
17
3
2

16
7
3
1
1

45
24
6
3
1

51

28

79
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Grade Classification within Schools
Administrators were asked to give the grade levels included
in their school.

The grade combination that was most prevalent in the

schools surveyed was kindergarten or first grade through sixth grade.
Even though forty-three (53%) of the schools had grades over
grade eight, one hundred thirteen (90%) of the schools included grades
below grade seven.

This would tend to indicate that the study was

largely conducted in and is more relevant to elementary schools.
There was no significant difference between the grade combinations for schools having instructional materials centers and schools
having audio-visual centers.

However, it is interesting to note that

a greater proportionate number of schools with audio-visual centers
had only high school grades while it was more common for schools with
instructional materials centers to include all twelve grades.
The following four figures show the number of schools having
the following grade combinations:

(1) kindergarten or first through

eighth grade, (2) kindergarten or first grade through twelfth grade,
(3) kindergarten or first grade through ninth grade, (5) a combination
of seventh, eighth, ninth, or tenth grade through grade twelve, (6)
kindergarten or first grade through fourth or seventh grade.
Figure I shows the number of schools with instructional materials
centers having the grade combinations listed in the preceding test.
Instructional materials centers are more prevalent in schools maintaining
kindergarten or first grade through twelfth grade.

There are fewer

schools with instructional materials centers that include only the
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junior high and senior high school grades.

It might be assumed from

the information shown on the figure that schools with instructional
materials centers are more likely to have grades below grade seven or
include grade combinations of kindergarten through twelfth grade.
Figure II shows the number of schools with audio-visual centers
having the combinations given earlier in the text.

Schools with audio-

visual centers included the grade combination of kindergarten or first
grade through sixth grade more than any other combination listed.

In

comparison to schools with instructional materials centers schools with
audio-visual centers are more common in schools maintaining junior high
and senior high grades.
Figure III shows the number of schools without an instructional
materials center or an audio-visual center having the grade combinations
listed in the text.

The grades that were most prevalent in these schools

were kindergarten or first through sixth grades.

There was no signifi-

cant difference or likeness in the schools that reported no facilities to
those reporting an instructional materials center or audio-visual center.
Figure IV shows the grade classification of all the schools
surveyed.

It is interesting to note that the distribution of the grades

on this figure is much like the distribution for schools reporting no
facilities.

This figure gives the overall picture of the grade combinations

in the schools surveyed.

•
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Utilization of Materials
Administrators were asked to indicate on a linear scale of
from one to eight the frequency of use of specific materials.

Numeral

one indicated materials receiving the most use while numeral eight
represented the material receiving the least use.

Failure to respond

to a given material indicated the material was not used and a numerical
value of eight was given to that material.

In computation, the total

for each material was divided by the number of schools responding.
results of the computation appear

The

on the following three figures.

The code numbers at the base of each graph refers to the material as
indicated on the questionnaire.

They are as follows:

(1) films,

(2) filmstrips, (3) maps, (4) curriculum materials, courses of study,
pamphlets, (5) pictures, charts, posters, (6) recording tapes, records,
(7) books, (8) television.
Figure V shows the utilization of materials in audio-visual
centers.

The survey revealed that the materials which received the

most use in laboratory school audio-visual centers were films and
filmstrips.
maps.

The materials receiving the least use were television and

The other materials, as indicated by the information in the

returned questionnaires, were used moderately.
Figure VI shows the utilization of materials in instructional
materials centers.

The results of the survey indicated that in instruc-

tional materials centers books received the greatest amount of use and
filmstrips received the next greatest amount of use.

Television was

not used to any great extent and there was no indication that it was
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planned in the future.

Films ·were used but they did not receive the

extent of use in instructional materials centers as was previously
noted in audio-visual centers.
Figure VII shows the average use of materials in all the
centers that were surveyed.

When all the schools that responded to

the phase of the questionnaire concerning utilization of materials
were combined, the material that received the most use was filmstrips.
Films, filmstrips, and books were rated by laboratory school administrators as the materials receiving the greatest amount of utilization.
Television was the material that received the least amount of use
with no indication that it was planned in the near future.

Other

materials maintained almost an equal rating with the exception of
maps which were rated a little lower than the other materials.

Frequency of Use
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Administrators Comments

'
The final _phase of the questionnaire asked administrators
to
comment as to their interpretation of the purpose of an IMC or AVC,
and to denote if the purpose as stated was being achieved in their
school.

There were seventy-three administrators who responded to this

phase of the questionnaire but thirty (41%) made no comment as to what
extent the purpose was being fulfilled in their school.

Only seven

(9%) of the administrators said that their center was not fulfilling
the purpose they gave.
being fulfilled.

Thirty-six (49%) said that the purpose was

However, it was indicated several times that the

purpose was not being met to the extent the administrator wished.
The general purpose of a center, as indicated by the administrators, was to facilitate better education through the following
methods:

(1) providing, preparing, and supplying resource materials,

(2) assisting staff in utilization, i.e., advising, stimulating,
co-ordinating use, and keeping up-to-date equipment and materials,
(3) teaching student teachers how and when to use available media,
and (4) providing individual study for both remedial and accelerated
programs.

CHAPTER III
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The purposes of this paper were (1) to determine the type of
position held by the media specialist in laboratory schools, (2) to
determine the location of the media center within the laboratory
school, and (3) to attempt to provide guidelines for the development
of future instructional materials centers.

In order to obtain the

needed information, personal letters and questionnaires were sent to
laboratory schools that were accredited by NCATE.
The response to the survey was exceedingly high and may be
partly attributed to the current interest displayed by administrators in
instructional materials, and the interest and time the principal of
the Buzzard Laboratory School, Mr. Donald Gill, gave to the survey.
The survey revealed that there were more than twice as many
instructional materials centers as audio-visual centers in laboratory
schools.

It also showed that a minimum requirement of a Master's

degree was required by fifty-three (81%) of the schools.

Thirty-four

(56%) of the director positions were full-time, and of all the directors
surveyed 87% had some type of assistance in the center.
The survey also showed that in the utilization of materials,
audio-visual centers used more films and filmstrips while instructional
materials centers used more books and filmstrips.

Filmstrips were used

more than any other material when all the centers were combined.

28

Conclusions
According to laboratory school administrators there were more
instructional materials centers than audio-visual centers in the schools
surveyed.

However, there seemed to be a wide variation in the interpre-

tation of the terms used in reference to audio-visual and instructional
materials.

The major difference between the two types of centers

seemed to be that audio-visual centers rely more on films and filmstrips
and instructional materials centers used more books.
The study revealed no specific guidelines for the development
of future instructional materials centers but it showed that laboratory
school audio-visual centers and instructional materials centers seemed
to be closely related to the centers serving the entire college
campus.
More instructional materials centers than audio-visual centers
employed a full-time person to direct the center but several of those
directors were also referred to as librarians.

There seemed to be no

major difference in the quality of the services schools obtained from
either type of center.

All types of services were usually maintained

somewhere on the campus or somewhere other than in the instructional
materials center or audio-visual center in the laboratory school.

The

title given the center did not designate the services the school received.
Laboratory schools represented a rather select sampling of
schools and the information revealed by this survey should not be
interpreted to be relevant to public schools.
The survey revealed that a revision of the questionnaire would
be desirable and would probably yield more meaningful results in several
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phases.

Some of the information obtained in the questionnaires was

not used in this paper because it was felt the questions were not
interpreted the same by all administrators.

The question concerning

educational requirements gave many varied answers and in many cases
included both the educational requirements for the librarian and. the
audio-visual director.

The question was designed to give the number

of hours of training in library education and audio-visual education
for the director of the instructional materials center or audio-visual
center.
The phase of the questionnaire requiring the administrator to
indicate the scope of the directors duties did not yield enough significant information to report the results in this paper.

Many of the

directors did not answer the question and stated that they had no way
of knowing the directors' responsibilities.
Recommendations
The following recommendations are given for further studies
which might be done on this subject.
Improve Questionnaire
The questionnaire should be more specific and include a comprehensive definition of terms as there appeared to be lack of understanding
among administrators when specific terms were used in reference to
materials and materials centers.
Scope of Study
The scope of the study should be limited to more specific areas.
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With more specific areas it would be possible to study the areas
in greater detail!

APPENDIX A
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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
School of Elementary and Junior High School Teaching
CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS
Phone DI 5-2161

MARTIN SCHAEFER
Assistant Director

HARRY J. MERIGIS
Director

DONALD GILL
Principal, Laboratory School

Dear
I am enclosing a short questionnaire and a request for
help. We are interested in gathering information concerning the
status of instructional materials centers in the various laboratory schools across the country.
We hope to use this information as a means to more
properly assess the function of our own center. Facts are a
good basis for making an argument for a position one holds. We
find ourselves with some notions concerning the dimensions that
an instructional materiab center must take on and we are looking
for facts to help us in our further consideration of this problem.
If you could take a few minutes, with the aid of your
instructional materials director, to fill out and return the
questionnaire, we would appreciate it. If you would like to share
in the results of the study, we will be glad to provide a copy for
you.

Dona-ld Gill, Principal
Laboratory School
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LABORATORY SCHOOL INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIAL CENTERS

l

.. ck

which best describes your school:
K or 1 through 8____ K or 1 through 12

Other (Explain)

What is the total student enrollment in your school?

-------------------

~----------

How many teachers are employed in your laboratory school?

-----------------

If your school provides student teaching experiences approximately how many student teachers
are accomodated each year?

-------------

In terms of weeks, what is the assignment period for your student teachers?

-------------

The term "instructional materials" refers to a combination of audio-visual materials
and printed matter to form a unified collection of all teaching resources.
If your school has no instructional material services or audio-visual services, please return
this questionnaire at this point without answering the following questions.
According to the above defined term, which best describes your service?
Instructional Materials Center (Combined Services)
Audio-Visual Center
Other (Explain)

---------------------

Answer the next two questions if you have checked Instructional Materials
Center.
Are the budgets for AV and Library materials:

--------- Separate----------No Budget---------Is one person in charge of AV
-------, one person in charge of
library
---------, one person in charge of both----------, or no

Together

-------?

person in charge

Is there··a .. director, supervisor, or co-ordinator of the IMC or AVC?
Is the director's job full time_ _ _part time_ _ _?

no

----

What is the nature of other duties?

What are the educational requirements for the director? B.S.
Other (Explain)

yes

M.S.

Graduate Student

---------------------------------------------------------

What type of professi-onal training does the director have? (Indicate approximate semester hours)
Library _ _ _ _ _ _AV

Other (Indicate)

APPENDIX B--QUESTIONNAIRE USED IN tlm STUDY
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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
School of Elementary and Junior High School Teaching
CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS
Phone DI 5-2161

MARTIN SCHAEFER
Assistant Dirfilctor

HARRY J. MERIGIS
Director

DONALD GILL
Principal, Laboratory School

May 11 .- 19 6 4

Dear
Several weeks ago• you received a questionnaire from
me asking for information concerning your Instructional
Materials Center. This is a very busy time of year and
we understand that you are probably "snowed under" with
the chores of operating your school.
However• we would appreciate a moment of your time
for consideration of the enclosed questionnaire and hope
that you will be able to furnish us with the information
which we are requesting, It would help us greatly if we
could hear from you soon,
We do appreciate your kindness in helping us with
this project.

Donald G. Gill
DGG:fc
Enclosure
A:PPEND!X C
FOLLOW-ID.> LETTER .SENT TO LABORA.'l'ORY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS
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